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JPost upaatelll DoOD announces shared physical exam program
Wanted ... Frontline staff Soldiers are screened on a case-by-cate2 VA Counselor. dependent upon the extent of his
The Charlotte-Mecklen- basis for the Shared Exam Program, how- Soldiers need to get into the progranclaim (i.e. neurological, optical, orthoj

burg Police
wants you!

Candidates interested in
becoming a police officer for
the CMPD will have to take
the Darany Entry Level
Police Officers Examination
at 9:30 a.m., Jan. 17, in the
ACAP office.

For more information call,
Capt. Don Harkey (704) 432-
1615.

Department

Moved ...

The Fort Stewart Special
Forces recruiting office has
moved to Bldg. 160, across
from the main post shoppette
and behind the post retention
office.

For more information, call
Sgts. 1st Class Derrick
Booker and Robert Hughes,
767-1400.

Get educated ...

An Educational Coffee will
be held 9:30 a.m., Jan. 10, at
the Army Education Center,
Bldg. 100.

Army Education
Counselors will be on hand
to take questions concerning
GED, college education and
financial assistance.

PWOC ...

The Protestant Women of
the Chapel invite you to
attend, “God’'s Workout Plan.”

Come exercise your faith
and body with the PWOC.

The fun kicks off 9:30
a.m., Jan. 10, at the Vale
Chapel. Childcare is avail-
able.

For more information, call
Melissa Miller, 877-7207 or
email, jesusluvsu2day@hot-
mail.com.

Taxes ...

The Marne Tax Center will
be open 9 am. - 4 p.m,,
Monday - Friday, starting
Jan. 17, at 373 Hase Road,
Bldg. 50B.

The Hunter Army Airfield
Tax Center will be open 9
a.m., Monday - Friday, start-
ing Jan. 23, at 638 Horace
Emmet Wilson Blvd., Bldg.
1211.

For more infomation call,
767-8809/8819 (FSGA) or
303-3675/3697 (HAAF).

Mount up ...

Soldiers from the 1st Cav.
Div. Horse Cav. Det. march in
Rose Parade, page 14A.

Constant reminder ...

Saddam Hussein’s former
prison is now home to 2nd
BCT, page 15A.

The Shared Exam Program is only foever there are still some time limitations.no more than 60 days out from their finatic).

Soldiers who are filing a claim with

\eterans Affairs.

Soldiers currently receive this informa-being separated.

Briefing.

This program allows Soldiers to file aout appointment; final out being prior to

If the Soldier's claim requires him

claim for disabilities with the VA prior to permissive temporary duty and terminabe evaluated by a specialty service it t
longer to process, so the earlier he se
tion during their mandatory ACAP Separating Soldiers need to meet some The length of time a Soldier will needcounselor, the better!

leave.

basic criteria which will be determined byto fully benefit from this program is See Exam
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Fort Stewart

Staff Sgt. Don Smith

Tim Beaty, chief, DPW Fish and Wildlife Branch, examines an artificial woodpecker cavity. Wildlife management pro-
grams helped Fort Stewart and Hunter win the 2005 Secretary of the Army’s Environmental Quality Team Award.

Fort Stewart, HAAF win environmental award

Congratulations
from the
Secretary of
the Army

Congratulations! The 2004
Army Performance Excellence
Award Program panel of judges
has selected your command’s
application as the Program'’s
Silver winner. As the Army’s cap-
stone award program for organi-
zational performance excellence,
APEA recognizes your organiza-
tion’s overall performance and
improvement efforts. You can be
justly proud of this honor in
recognition of the remarkable
efforts put forth, leading to this
accomplishment.

One of the Army’s top priori-
ties is Business Transformation
and the improvement results evi-
denced in your application are
indicative of the positive impacts
that thorough organizational
deployment can achieve. The
essence of the APEA program is
the Army Performance
Improvement Criteria, which
closely parallels the criteria used
by world-class organizations as a
tool to assess their performance at
all levels. Army organizations
using the APIC are better posi-
tioned to refine their key value
creation processes and implement
Lean Six Sigma as an approach to
improvement leading to enhanc-
ing innovation and creating busi-
Nness success.

Due to the Army’s greatest
challenge of fighting and winning
the Global War on Terrorism
while continuing its most exten-
sive transformation since World
War I, we are unable to fund the
monetary component of this pro-
gram. While the decision to not
fund the monetary component of
the program was a difficult one, it
was made in the interest of the
Army’s most important resource —
its people. | extend my best wish-
es on this superb achievement.

Sincerely,

Francis J. Harvey

Frontline staff

Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield have won
the 2005 Secretary of the Army’s Environmental
Award in the Environmental Quality Team category.

This year's focus was on the Fort Stewart and
Hunter Army Airfield Sustainability Management
Team, whose programs include environmental man-
agement systems implementation, fish and wildlife
management, forestry management, environmental
compliance, and community outreach.

“It was a team effort, I'm glad to be part of the
team and it's a great team to work for,” said Tim
Beaty, Fort Stewart Environmental Office.

Other team members are Tressa Rutland, Tommy
Hilliard, George Harris, Veronica Frazier and David
Hodges.

The Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield
Environmental Office competes each year and won
the award in the Natural Resources Conservation
catetgory in 2003.

This annual award is the Army’s highest honor for
outstanding environmental stewardship programs,
which are on the forefront of Army efforts focused on
endangered species protection, historic preservation,
waste reduction, environmental restoration, pollution
prevent and weapons system acquisition.

Each year, Army environmental professionals from
around the world compete for recognition in six cate-
gories.

Winners of the awards will go on to compete
against the Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps for the
Secretary of Defense Environmental Awards.

Other winners of the 2005 Secretary of the Army
Environmental Awards are Fort Campbell, Ky., for
Environmental Quality; Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., for
Cultural Resources Management; Fort Lewis, Wash.,
for Environmental Restoration; Tobyhanna Army
Depot, Pa., for Pollution Prevention; Fort Custer
Training Center, Michigan Army National Guard,
Mich., for Natural Resources Conservation.

Minnesota Army National Guard Natural
Resources Conservation Team, Minn., for Natural

Environmental
programs
meet criteria

for excellence

The Secretary of the Army,
the Honorable Francis J.
Harvey, announced today the
award winners for environmen-
tal excellence during fiscal year
2005.

Five installations and four
teams will receive the Secretary
of the Army’s environmental
award for their dedication to
environmental stewardship
while sustaining the Army’s
mission.

Some of the noteworthy
accomplishments credited to
this year’s winners include pro-
grams that enhanced wildlife
habitat while providing ideal
training conditions; that safely
and successfully cleaned-up
contamination with significant
cost savings; that preserved
invaluable state cultural history;
that created innovative pollution
prevention approaches; and that
fielded weapon systems built
with both the Soldier and envi-
ronmental safety in mind.

“The Army is committed to
good environmental steward-
ship and the long-term sustain-
ability of its installations,” said
Tad Davis, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for the
Environment, Safety and

Resources Conservation-Team and Sacramento Occupational Health.

District U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Pyramid Lake
Torpedo and Bombing Range Site Restoration
Project, Nev., for Environmental Restoration-Team.
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“We can’t send our Soldiers
out to engage the Global War on
Terror without training them as
they need to fight, but we don’t
have to sacrifice the environ-
ment to provide that training,”
he said. “As these awardees so
ably show, we use innovation,
dedication, and hard work to
balance readiness with environ-
mental sustainability.”

For details about the fiscal
year 2005 Secretary of the
Army Environmental Awards
recipients visit the U.S. Army
Environmental Centers web site
at http://aec.army.mil/.

Baghdad
grows while
Insurgency
weakens, U.S.
general says

Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON
Burgeoning reconstructi
activity is now evident in ar
around Baghdad while terror
attacks in the Iragi capital ¢
have weakened since the C
15 elections, a senior U.S. m
tary officer in Baghdad to
reporters here, Jan. 2.

“When | fly around Baghde
these days, | see the ¢
expanding in large numbers
houses being built on the ed
of the city in nearly every dire
tion,” Army Maj. Gen. Willian
G. Webster Jr., commander
Multinational Division Bagh
dad, told Pentagon report
during a satellite news conf
ence broadcast from Irag.

This activity, Webster sai
indicates Baghdad's reside
have faith both in their rejuv
nating economy and for t
future.

Baghdad’s municipal sew
and water services also h
improved, Webster said, sir
his unit took over security du
for the city and surroundi
region from the 1st Caval
Division on Feb. 27. Webster
also the commanding genera
the U.S. Army’s 3th Infant
Division based out of Fc

Stewart, Ga.
The military continger
under Webster's commar

known as Task Force Baghd
consists of around 30,0
troops including soldiers fro
Estonia, Georgia and Mac
donia, as well as about 19,(
troops from the 3rd Infant
Division and other U.S. el
ments.

“Our mission was to impro
the capabilities of the lIra
Security Forces, fight the ins
gency, to secure Baghdad
the surrounding areas, and <
port the (lraqi) governmen
development,” Webster said.

Over the past year, the nu
ber of Iragi Soldiers and poli
in Baghdad has increased
fold, Webster said. Tode
Soldiers of the lIragi 6
Division and Iraqgi speci.
police are providing stabili
and law and order across
percent of Baghdad, the gent
said. A year ago, he said, th
was only one Iragi army batt
ion in Baghdad.

“And now there are 22 (Ira
battalions) in  Baghdac
Webster said. “With 12 of the
in charge of their own areas
operations."

The lIragi 6th Division i
Baghdad boasts six brigades
said.

Large numbers of Baghda
citizens felt secure enough
cast their ballots during t
Dec. 15 election, Webster s¢
noting 60 percent or more of |
city's registered voters went
the polls.

Iragi Security Forces, su
ported by coalition troops, pt
vided that security prior to a
during the elections, Webs
said. Task Force Bagho

See Update Page 11A
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3rd Infantry Division

Maj. Gen. William G. Webster
Commanding General, 3rd Inf. Div.

nations. Our brigades also made
the bulk of the combat power of i

42nd and 101st Infantry division:
For three years the Marne team has been on distory has been made and c
pace that most people would find difficult tdinues to evolve in Iraq thanks
maintain. the grit and determination of c
We were at the point of the spear that tooBoldiers and the constant sacri
down the repressive regime of Saddam Husseof.courageous Iragi security forc
Our Soldiers returned home and became thad citizens seeking a free ¢
Army’s lead division for modularity. democratic Irag.
And true to form, we were the first division to We have seen the first Medal
return to Iraq and help build a very capable Iraddonor recipient of the Global W
Army, creating a safe and secure environment fon Terrorism awarded to Sgt.

VOICES AND VIEWPOINTS

— Marne Six Sends

traits of leadership and selfless setto spouses, children and parents. The lis
vice time and time again in ourrecipients is endless. We could not have act

* Dog-Face Soldiers during plished our mission without you.
4 Operation Iragi Freedom |Ill. Marne Soldiers stand strong knowing that
Soldiers were constantly giving ofhome team is secure and supportive. You to
| o -‘h themselves, paying the ultimateheroes in this war. We wholeheartedly exter

sacrifice for our nation and for theyou our thanks. The rear detachment kep
Iragi people. troops and FRGs ready and secure.

Our Soldiers are a testament of Finally, as we come to a close on our cur
human spirit and a love for free-mission, | ask that you continue to keep the
dom. Infantry Division in your thoughts and praye

No one can truly dispute theThey are set for success and will continu
noble cause we are fighting for, andreak the will of terrorists here in Iraq and b

their first constitutional referendum and fre€lass Paul Smith. A Marne Soldier and truthis is made stronger by the support we receiupon the successes of the Marne Division.

elections.

example of the Warrior Ethos and Army Valuefrom the American public.

Remember, we can accomplish anything i

Our Marne Warriors have fought side by sidéhat make our Army the best in the world; he was Family readiness groups stood tall in our Fofbcus on the mission — take care of our pec

on the streets of Baghdad, adopting greattrue hero.

Stewart, Hunter Army Airfield and Fort Benningand build and sustain a great team.

brigades from 28 other states and three European have seen many others exemplify these sammemmunities and provided unwavering support Mission...Soldiers... Teamwork

Solemn New Year’s Eve
will never be forgotten

Brig. Gen. Mari K. Eder
U.S. Army Deputy Public Affairs

thanked them for answering the call
to duty but everyone could hear hinm

fine. There wasn't another soungl
WASHINGTON — | could have inside.
spent New Year's Eve sipping It was cold on the flight line and

champagne over a fine meal withthere was a dense fog that shroud¢d

old friends. Or | could have huddledthe lights and softened the lines df
with a few thousand new friends indistant aircraft and hangers. Again |
New York's Times Square, awaitingmarched out with escorts and stoogd
the drop of a crystal ball. with the Air Force and Army honor

Instead, | experienced a singularguards.
poignant honor. Afterward | made sure | had time

| rang in the new year in the com-to say thank you to the USO repre
pany of fallen heroes. Along with sentative, an Air Force wife who
Soldiers from The Old Guard, |took the time to make a New Year's
went to Dover Air Force Base todinner for the participants -- pork
welcome six casualties of war homend sauerkraut.
for the last time. Then | had a moment to talk td

This time it was much harderthe Honor Guards. | told them that
than the other times I've been tdhought some of them had probabl
Dover. | went to Dover four times been chagrined when they learne
last year and raised my hand in thé¢hey had duty on New Year's Eve.
slow three-second salute as 65 fall- They were all young men, babies
en had passed before me —by the looks of some of them, bu
Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Airmenthey probably had other plans thgt
and civilians. Sixty-five flags. had to be changed.

This time it was New Year’'s Eve  And then, they probably had 3
and there were six transfer cases omoment of guilt and their feelings
the flight in from Kuwait. changed — after all, those they

It is an honor to witness this cer-were there to honor had no choic
emony and it is never easy. Perhapsbout their return home. And they
it was harder because | was thinkingvould never see another New Year
so much on the flight up toEve. | then challenged them all td
Delaware. remember this night.

Each of these six had seen Next New Year's Eve, | told
Christmas pass in a war zone, onlghem, wherever you are — with
to die shortly thereafter. friends or family, take a moment tg

Each had seen Christmas faremember those who cannot be with

O~

D

[77)

from home and were undoubtedlyus to celebrate and raise your glasgs

looking forward to the New Year. to them.
None could have thought they And in years to come — tell the
would return so soon. story of where you were on this
The chaplain said a prayer beforédNew Year's Eve and how very spe
the ceremony began, inside the 74&ial it was to be part of this ceremo
He spoke not to us standing thereny, what an honor to be chosen tp
but to the fallen, saying tenderlywelcome back the fallen. Don't for{
"Welcome home, fallen warriors." get them.
He was nearly whispering as he | never will.

Marne Voices
Speak Out

“To manage my finances better

Adrienne Martin
Family member

“To lose weight.”

Rochelle Smith
Family member

Rumsfeld: Redeploying forces now
would embolden terrorists to attack

Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

MOSUL, Irag — Withdrawing U.S. forces from Iragq now
would mean victory for terror and lead to attacks on Americ
interests abroad and at home, Defense Secretary Donal
Rumsfeld told Soldiers.

Rumsfeld spoke at a dining facility and served Christ
Eve dinner to troops of Multinational Force Northwest
Forward Operating Base Courage here.

The secretary said withdrawing U.S. forces from Iraq p
maturely would lead to attacks on American interests abr
and in the homeland. "The terrorists — emboldened by t
victory — would attack us elsewhere in this region and at ho|
in the United States," he said.

He said the war on terror is a test of wills. "Generatio
before you have persevered and prevailed," he said. "And
too, were engaged in a test of wills."

Freedom ultimately prevails, he added, "through the dedi
tion and perseverance of those wearing America's uniform.

The secretary said the purpose of terrorism is to terror
"It's to alter peoples' behavior," he said. "It's to make free p
ple something other than free people. It's to alter our behar
in such a way as to inflict their dark vision upon us."

Rumsfeld noted the Iragis are America's allies in the fic
against terror.

Jim Garamone

Task Force Freedom Command Sgt. Maj. Ricky Pring
passes out phone cards donated by Wal-Mart to

: : L Soldiers at the dining facility at Forward Operating
_The Iraq sgcunty forc_e_s are growing in numbers and ca Base Courage in Mosul, Iraq. Defense Secretary
bilities, he salq, a_nd millions of Iraql_s showed they WanthonaId H. Rumsfeld brought the cards during a
freedom by voting in the Dec. 15 election. The secretary POIchristmas Eve visit to the base.
ed out that the Iragi economy grew by 4 percent in 2004 an
expected to increase by double digits this year. The Iraqi petake history.
ple show their hope by starting new businesses and erectinble spoke of those Americans who have been killed ir
new buildings, he added. war on terror. "Their mission is in your hands," he said. "
The secretary noted that the holiday season is a timethadt mission is to offer once-dark corners what Abra
reflection. "It's also a time when you can reflect on what a vdrincoln called a 'new birth of freedom.™
special place the United States of America is," he said. "In theéThe secretary ended with a personal note. "I have liv
long war against terrorists and violent extremists ... what makesg life," he said. "It's hard to think of anything I've ever d
our country so special is our free way of life. And that, dfat is as important or gives me as much pleasure as wr
course, is precisely what the enemies of freedom are tryingaith each of you. Doing what you are doing, you are so
deny us." fessional, you are well-trained, you are well-led and you
Though serving away from home is particularly difficult thiset an example in the world that will be remembered."
time, of year, Rumsfeld told the servicemembers they're makHe told the Soldiers that when they read or hear thing:
ing history in Irag. "In this holiday season, there is no better gibubt the future, "know that there have always been d
that you can offer your children than what you are givirexpressed. There have always been those who suggest
today," he said. the cause could not be successful, that the cause would k
Rumsfeld said that in the future, when their children amd fact, it was the people who persevered who proved
grandchildren ask what they did when Irag moved from a tyramrong. The great sweep of human history is for freedom.
ny to a democracy, they can say with pride that they helpgd're on the side of freedom."

What is your New Year’s resolution?

“Don’t drink as much.” “To eat healthier.”

Sgt. Terry Seibeck
1st Bn., 41st FA

Joyce Rapozo
Retired service memb

“Get in shape, or at least, in better
shape.”

“Pray hard to bring all the Soldiel
home.”

Master Sgt. Chris Lemmons
621st Contingency Response Wing

Sgt. Daniel Johnson
166th Maint. Co.
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Protective face shield saves lives

Spc. Derek Del Rosario Preventing injuries from airborne debris is exactly the reason w
100th Mobile Public Affairs Det. the face shield is absolutely necessary said Capt. Jason Cal
Battalion Surgeon, 3rd Battalion, 15th Infantry. Rocks or bric
BAGHDAD — Citizens of Baghdad have recently seen a netwown at Soldiers are a big threat, he added.
face to the Soldiers driving through their city. “The easiest way to measure the success of the face shield
Gunners in convoys have been peering through a thick plastink at the number of Soldiers we have treated at the aid station
glass mounted on their helmets. This face shield was designethd¢@l injuries,” Caboot said. “We have treated seven Soldiers t
give added protection to Soldiers “outside the wire,” specificafygar with significant enough facial injury that they were evacuated
gunners, whose faces are exposed to many potential threats.  the aid station.”
The face shield has received mixed reviews from Soldiers in TaslCaboot said the injuries were serious enough that one Soldig
Force Baghdad, prompting the question, “Is the face shield worth &k commander, had a fractured nose and cheek bone from arn
The command group of the 3rd Infantry Division said the answaorn rock; and another Soldier was evacuated back to the U.S.
to this question is a definite yes, citing that the face shield providewired jaw caused by a thrown brick.
Soldiers with face protection from a wide range of threats. While some Soldiers have reservations about wearing the f
The 3.5-pound face shield is made of acrylic and bullet-resistahteld, Maj. Benjamin Ervin, 3rd Inf. Div. medical operations office
polycarbonate materials, and was designed to provide Soldiers wihl their safety is far too important to overlook.
added protection from small arms fire and shrapnel from explosions:Soldiers have discomfort wearing a lot of things, like (missid
Lt. Col. Virginia Yates, 3rd Inf. Div. Surgeon, said the faceriented protective posture) suits or protective masks, but th Courtesy photo
shield’s lifesaving potential makes it of the utmost importance ttungs are issued to help Soldiers,” Ervin said. “(The face shield'yjq pallistic protective face shield weighs roughly 3 Ibs.

wear. kind of the same concept. The idea is to protect Soldiers so they
“The idea to use face shields was first suggested by the 8§¢h home in one piece. It's just one way of how leadership is lodkdoesn't weigh so much, but this is what we have in the meat
Combat Support Hospital ophthalmologist who saw potential to s@vg out for Soldiers in order to minimize injury.” and | think it's important for Soldiers’ safety.”

the rest of the face not covered by the ballistic eyewear,” Yates saidrvin is also optimistic that the face shield will continue to evolve, No matter what a Soldier’s feelings are on the face shield,
“In the division, we track the incidents of battle injuries in severahd that a more comfortable design could be made while still maays the ultimate intention is clear: to get the Soldiers home |
ways. One of these ways we track battle injuries is by locationtaihing its protective capability. piece.
wound on the body. We elected to purchase face shields for the diviThere are always improvements that can be made, just like théLike all of our leaders in the 3rd (Infantry Division), we want
sion based on trends in facial injuries that might have been prevenprovements to the kevlar helmet, or the switch from flak vestsSoldiers to get home injury free, so we try our best to get the Sc
ed with face shield coverage, especially coverage for our gunnergésts with SAPI plates,” Ervin said. “Like computers, (military techvhat they need to protect themselves,” he said. “We don't li
Some of these wound trends surrounded fatal facial injuries suslogy) continues to evolve, and we can only hope the face shieldd the casualty reports; if there is something we can do abou
tained during explosions, she added. can evolve as well. Perhaps a thinner glass can be designed sailiaand the face shield is just one of those ways.”

SMA Preston, USO tour visit Camp Liberty during holiday tour

Spc. Derek Delrosario
100th Mobile Public Affairs Det.

CAMP LIBERTY, Irag — Task Force Baghd:
Soldiers were treated to an early holiday present
comedians, dancers and singers entertained them |
the Sgt. Maj. of the Army’s Hope and Freedom Tour |
21.

Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth O. Preston led the
that took the celebrities through Afghanistan, Kuwait
Iraq to entertain and visit with the troops.

Tour participants included comedian Al Franken; ac
Taylor Howard; Dallas Cowboy cheerleaders M
Cleveland and Lynlee Allen; hip-hop band Soul Jahz
country singers Keni Thomas, Craig Morgan and N
Wills.

The USO celebrities also toured other areas of mil
operations. Franken was especially moved by a ho
visit he made while on the tour.

“l liked going to the hospital in the Green Zone bec
I'm very interested in some of the lives that have |
saved,” Franken said. “It amazes me how quickly (me
personnel) respond and seeing the medical technique
apply.”

Franken said he is very happy to be part of the USC
the show is just one way to say thank you.

“We did meet and greets at Abu Ghraib, but we end

~— = = doing an impromptu show for those Soldiers, Marines
.| Airmen,” Franken said. “The tour has been great; | h
Spc. Derek Delrosario  great group of people | am traveling with and it's aw
Country singer Craig Morgan interacts with Soldiers while he performed during the Army's Hope and Freedom Tour USO show good to see our Soldiers. It is always fun, moving, gre
Dec. 21. Morgan was accompanied by Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth O. Preston and other stars. ing and humbling.”
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Program teaches construction skills to young Iraqis

)
i

Apprentices in Habbaniyah, Irag, mark a measurement. The apprentices are helping to
rebuild their town while learning valuable skills that will serve them for life.

Elaine Eliah
American Forces Press Service

Postponement of the six-week class was
essary during Ramadan, when Muslim fam

partake in daily fasting and late-night festiviti

HABBANIYAH, Irag — While western A drive-by shooting at the entry gate two d
Irag's Anbar province was making headlinebefore the start of classes reduced enrolli
with its voter turnout this month, a quieteonly slightly, Kubic said, but when a colleac
turnout of its young men was making headwawas kidnapped and Kkilled, it took somew
graduating from school. longer to bring students back.

In Habbaniyah, a volatile city where rockets "This classroom was only five meters fr
and mortars destroy buildings and lives all toavhere a mortar round exploded several w
suddenly and frequently, the Iraq Constructioago while class was in session," Kubic said,
Apprentice Program is facilitating Iraqi rebuild-even this didn't stop the desire to learn."
ing efforts, one brick and one life at a time. Two vacant buildings, side-by-side, wi

The apprentice course began in Septembersaiected for the school. The original plan was
the military base here, an old British base thatudents to study in one and sleep in the ©
the Air Force Center for EnvironmentalBut the apprentices' parents — concerned &
Excellence contracted ECC International to rersecurity or uncomfortable about overexposul
ovate so the Iraqi Army could establish a pregxmerican ways — did not want their sons s
ence in Anbar. In the program, apprentices age® on the base. School staff instead met stu
16 — 22 learn the construction skills most neededch morning at the base entry point, where
at the job site and most likely to find them futurevere searched and given badges along
employment when the base work is complete. arriving construction workers.

Students were a cultural cross-section of ECCI installed electricity, air conditioners &
Sunni and Shiia, like the city of Habbaniyalwindows, but the balance of building renova
itself, and like virtually all the city's 30,000 resbecame part of the course. Students prac
idents, they shared a common bond of povertylastering, surface preparation and pain
illiteracy and total lack of opportunity. while fixing up their own classroom. Th

The ICAP program had more ambitious goallearned about hand tools while putting toge
than simply teaching skill sets, officials saidtheir own school desks.

ECCI benefits from higher skilled labor, AFCEE As many students could not read, all les:
gets an improved product, and Iraq realizesiacluded lectures and demonstrations giver
boost in construction sector capacity. ParenECCl's bilingual superintendents and engine
found new hope seeing their sons enter the labbine curriculum alternated class time with
market, and the local economy improved as thhe-job practice, and safety lessons were
student stipends supplemented family incom@herent part of each day's work.

For the young men, self-esteem grew along with "This is like a shop class," Grumbach sai
competence. But more importantly, officialggraduation ceremonies. "l am told this is the
said, the hope is that self-reliance will makechool that some of these Iraqgi kids have ha
these young men less vulnerable to the appeal ofOn graduation day, Grumbach and N
insurgent leaders. Cmdr. Scott Lister, an engineer with |

"The locals are less likely to attack whemultinational Security Transition Comma
everybody is benefiting," explained AFCEE's Ltlraq, helped Kubic and the ECCI staff distrib
Col. Stephen Grumbach. "This program isertificates and graduation tool kits consistini
improving the lives of Iragi people and making if toolbox, a level, a tape measure, a file, a |
safer for us." mer, a spatula and a hardhat.

Retired Navy Rear Adm. Chuck Kubic, ECCI Spirit of America, a nonprofit organizati
president, on Dec. 22 told CNN reporter Kyrdhat also had helped graduates of Kubic's Se
Phillips on that the program is helping Iraqis androgram, donated the kits. Michele Redmc
Americans alike. "The work these kids are doin§pirit of America project director, said the or
is helping to build their own country and helpinguization seeks to extend the goodwill of
the transition to the Iragi Army replacing ourAmerican people and support American milit
own troops," he said. and civilian personnel "and people who cal

Kubic had the idea for the apprentice classésnericans for help in their struggle for freed
when he led the U.S. Navy Seabees into Anband democracy."

Seabee engineers became his first teachers, ané new beginners class starts in early 2(
his first students were mainly adult men, despeand some of the most promising current gr:
ate to earn even the student stipend to suppates will be invited to participate in advan
their families. After returning to Iraq in civilian apprentice training. All students are welcom
clothes, Kubic wanted to continue this trainingise their new skills and new tools to help E
effort, concentrating on the specific skillsrenovate Habbaniyah's classic old British Hc
required to improve quality on ECCI's construcwhich will serve as headquarters for the I
tion projects and reaching out to youngeArmy’s 7th Division.

apprentices. "What we're seeing now is that the "This is the part of Iraq within which the
older men already have jobs," he said. Lack @bung builders must now grow, develop,
reading, writing, and basic arithmetic skills dicapply their new skills," Kubic said. "They mt
not preclude class entry, but the students, somew do their part to build a new Iraq democr
as young as 12 years old, had to clear militagnd a country where they can live in peace
intelligence screening. freedom."

Lt. Col. Stephen Grumbach of the Air Force Center for Environmental Excellence and Chuck Kubic, president of contractor ECC Intern

hotos by ECC International
ational, help to distribute tool kits to grad-

uates of the Iraq Construction Apprentice Program. A nonprofit group, "Spirit of America," donates the tool kits.
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@®  Radar Scope New device will sense

L
i through concrete walls

EE
TR
.-' | Donna Miles a telephone handset and cost just about $1,000, mal
L3 American Forces Press Service light enough for a soldier to carry and inexpensive en
11 to be fielded widely.
LAY | I WASHINGTON — Troops conducting urban opera- The Radar Scope will be waterproof and rugged,
.":: tions soon will have the capabilities of superheroes, bewdl run on AA batteries, he said.

b ! W able to sense through 12 inches of concrete to determine ifit may not change how four-man stacks go into a r
'-1 someone is inside a building. (during clearing operations)," Baranoski said. "But as
T

The new "Radar Scope" will give warfighters searchirgp into a building, it can help them prioritize what roc
a building the ability to tell within seconds if someone ithey go into. It will give them an extra degree of knc
in the next room, Edward Baranoski from the Defensglge so they know if someone is inside."
Advanced Research Projects Agency's Special Project&ven as the organization hurries to get the devic
Office, told the American Forces Press Service. combat forces, DARPA already is laying groundwork
By simply holding the portable, handheld device up tokdgger plans that build on this technology.
wall, users will be able to detect movements as small as’roposals are expected this week for the new
breathing, he said. Building" technology that's more than a motion detect
The Radar Scope, developed by DARPA, is expectedwdl actually "see" through multiple walls, penetrat
be fielded to troops in Irag as soon as this springntire buildings to show floor plans, locations of occup
Baranoski said. The device is likely to be fielded to ttend placement of materials such as weapons c:
squad level, for use by troops going door to door in seaaranoski said.
of terrorists. "It will give (troops) a lot of opportunity to stake ¢
The Radar Scope will give warfighters the capability fouildings and really see inside," he said. "It will go a |
Donna Miles  sense through a foot of concrete and 50 feet beyond thvay in extending their surveillance capabilities."

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency expects the into a room, Baranoski explained. The device is expected to take several years to de
portable Radar Scope to look similar to this model and to be field- It will bring to the fight what larger, commercially avail-Ultimately, servicemembers will be able to use it sin
ed as soon as this spring to help patrols conducting urban oper- able motion detectors couldn't, he said. Weighing justbg driving or flying by the structure under surveillar
ations to sense if someone is inside a building. pound and a half, the Radar Scope will be about the siz8afanoski said.

EgTask Force Baghdad reports e

Six terrorists detained in search Tip aids Iraqgi Police in seizing VCIED Iraqgi Police identify two car bombs

2nd BCT Public Affairs TFB Public Affairs TFB Public Affairs
101st Airborne Division

BAGHDAD — After receiving a tip from an anonymous Iragi cit- BAGHDAD — Iragi Police coordinated with Coalition Force:

BAGHDAD — Task Force Baghdad Soldiers detained six knovizen, Iragi Police and Task Force Baghdad Soldiers seized a vehidigtwo terrorist attempts to use vehicle-carried improvised e:
terrorists during a cordon and search in southern Baghdad. carried improvised explosive device in southern Baghdad. The Jgixé devices against Iragi citizens Monday.

The search also yielded materials commonly used to make impoordination Center received the tip at approximately 7:40 p.mWhile on patrol, police officers identified a suspicious vel
vised explosive devices. Soldiers seized PVC pipes, rubber useddming of a suspicious vehicle. Iraqi Police and Task Foretile operating in western Rashid and notified a Coalition F
pressure plate IEDs, wires and ball bearings. Baghdad Soldiers responded and the VCIED was rendered safpdigol. About three hours later, Iraqi Police teamed up agair

A total of 15 people were detained during the operation. explosive ordinance disposal teams. Coalition Force Soldiers after receiving an anonymous tip.
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MSgt. Randy L Mitchell
Air Force Staff Sgt. Salvador Russo, with the 447th Expeditionary Communications
Squadron, spent Christmas at Baghdad International Airport with his mother, Sqgt.
First Class Ana Russo, who is deployed to Tallil, Iraq.

Courtesy photo
1st Sgt. Matt Splechter, Company B, 1st Battalion, 172nd Stryker Brigade, was
reunited with his son, Airman 1st Class Josh Splechter, 732nd Expeditionary
Mission Support Group, in Tal Afar, Iraq on Christmas Eve.

Service, family members spend holidays together in Iraqg

Headquarters and Headquartersut together relaxing,” he sai
Detachment, 485th Combat“We cooked, laughed, watch
Support Battalion in November, movies and called family bac
had sought permission from herin the States. She even help
commander to spend Christmasne with a business writin
with her son. course | was taking.”

“I will be in Tallil for a year,” The two were hoping to shal
she said. “So this is the best gifthis Christmas with anothe
| could receive, to spend timefamily member, Ana’s other so

BAGHDAD — Some fami- with my son during his first Robert, a senior airman assign
lies go through a great deal todeployment. It is also a specialto the 55th Communication
spend time with loved ones ontime of the year when most fam-Squadron.

Christmas, but rarely do theyilies share time together.” “My other son, Robert, vol
deploy to the desert to do so. This isn't Ana’s first deploy- unteered to come to Irag,” An
One family did, however, andment to a war-time environ- said. “But his chain of comman
they were able to spend this spement; the 17-year Army veterandid not allow it because hi
cial holiday together. was deployed for Operationsbrother and | would be deploy

Air Force Staff Sgt. Salvador Desert Shield and Desert Stormhere at the same time too.”
Russo, a secure communicaThis is also her second tour to Ana is thankful for the oppor
tions craftsman with the 447thlrag, she served at Al Taji intunities she's had to spend t
Expeditionary Communications 2003. holidays with her boys.
Squadron, received a special Sal last saw his mother before “l want to thank (the com
Christmas gift this year whenhe deployed here in Septembemanders) for giving us th
his mother traveled from Tallil, while stationed at Ramstein Airopportunity to spend this speci
Irag to spend the holiday week-Force Base. time together,” she said. “I als
end with him here. “(Mom) came to Ramstein to want to say how very proud | a

Army mother, Air
Force son spend
Christmas in
Baghdad

Master Sgt. Randy Mitchell
Armed Forces News Service

Sgt. First Class Ana Russo,visit me and we went to restau-of my sons and the great jgb Afar, Iraq.

who deployed to Tallil with the rants, shopping and just hunghey do for our nation.”

-Army father, Air

come to Iraq, serves as an aihas always been his family, bt

. transportation specialist sup-is special to spend the holic
Force son reunite

porting the 3rd Armored with “real blood family.”
qn |raq for Cavalry Regiment at Forward The younger Splecht
Christmas Operating Base Sykes. assigned to the 732

As soon as father saw his sonExpeditionary Mission Suppt

Armed Forces News Service he gave him a big “infantry Group, thinks the reunion

€Splechter was proven wrong.

man” hug. “cool.”

TAL AFAR, Irag — As a Although deployments have “It's a good feeling to see h

(career infantryman, 1st Sgt.been a way of life for the all the way out here,” said Jo

Matt Splechter has missed fourSplechter family, this was thewho has been in the Air Fo
Christmases away from familyfirst time that both father andfor 18 months.
due to deployment overseasson had been deployed at the Mattsaid he was excited uf
serving his nation. same time. hearing his son would be s
He figured his current deploy- “My wife (Christy) doesn’t tioned at Tal Afar, a city only
ment in support of Operationworry a great deal because she’kilometers from his camp.
Iraqi Freedom would be no dif- used to me being gone,” Matt The reunion wouldn’t ha
ferent, but on Christmas Day insaid. “But | know this [reunion] been possible without the si
a land far away from home,is some comfort to her to knowport of both service membe
that we're not alone for the holi- chains of command. Splechte
The 21-year Army veterandays. She thinks it's great bothcommand sergeant major :
assigned to Company B, 1stof us are serving our country.” commander were 100 perc
Battalion, 172nd  Stryker At the same time she has tasupportive of him spendil

IBrigade Combat Team, wasdouble the amount of care packChristmas with Josh, and t¢

reunited with his son, Airman ages she sends from Alaskahim, “Go see your son.”

1st Class Josh Splechter in Tawith both a husband and a sonin “This is very unique ar
uniform and deployed. The firstrewarding,” Matt said. “This is
Josh, who volunteered tosergeant added that the Armygood Christmas present.”
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FA battery delivers medical care before Christmas

Staff Sgt. John R. Rozean This FA unit is not assigned civil affairs
10th Mountain Div., Public Affairs assets — Army personnel and resources spedi

ically designed for these types of medical civi
BAGHDAD — Some Soldiers come to Iracaction programs. The battalion uses what me
with a very simple goal make it through the totical personnel and resources it has — medi
and return to the States, safely. and physician assistants to get the job done.
The Soldiers of Battery A, 3rd Battalion, 6ttAnd on occasion, they ask favors from other 1
Field Artillery have set their aspirations muc Brigade, 10th Mountain “docs.” Medics and
higher. physicians from Company C, 10th Brigade
“When we came over here,” said Battery ;Support Battalion went along for the ride ta
Commander Capt. Frtiz Keel, "We came ovehelp out on the Dec. 22 MEDCAP.
under the idea that we wanted to help the peo| “| think it went really well,” Mitchell said.
of Irag.” “And | appreciate all the help and the suppo
The unit spends most of it's time patrolling from the people we have out here.”
sector of Baghdad that consists of a small rui  This is the second time the unit has done th
farming community just outside of Camysince they arrived in Irag four months ago, an

Liberty. they plan to do it again. “Once a month is wh3
But Keel and his troops set their standards we are shooting for,” Keel said.
“helping” a bit higher. “This is definitely one of the more fulfilling

“| think that one of the ways we can best beimissions out here on this deployment,” said Pf¢. . B
efit (the Iragi civilians) is by providing them theSeth Musikant, 3/6 FA medic. “Especially being & s~ _&
limited medical support that we have here in ttmedic, because you actually feel like you are 001- & e
battalion,” said Keel. tributing something major to the people.” B File photo

The field artillery unit brought some of the “I feel great about it said Sgt. Winston The Medical Civil Affairs Program is an essential element of nation building. These mis-
people from this small Iraqi community, west cJohnson, who was in charge of security at one @fons often bring medical aid to remote locations where such treatment is rare.

Baghdad, a gift Dec. 22. the perimeter gates during the MEDCAP. “We

The unit provided limited health care anget to do something different now so it is a nicitheir yards going after people who aren’t sugran out, which is a good thing because we
gave away such things as — hygiene producchange of pace.” posed to be there. | think we are doing goapretty much done and we have seen the b
toys, clothing and school supplies. Johnson said his typical missions in the arethings out here.” the community.”

“I enjoy doing this,” said Capt. Jame:of operations involve seeking out threats to th By the end of the day the unit was able to s¢ Upon returning to base camp, the Solc
Mitchell, 3/6 FA medical officer. “This is the Iragi people and Coalition Forces. more than 150 patients from the area and dibegan to plan for the next time. “We wante
fun part of the job where you getoutand you g *“The Iraqi people in this area see us evertributed nearly all the medication that theycapture what went well so we can apply th:
a chance to help people who may not other widay but they don't get to see us as much in thlugged out to the site. the next MEDCAP,” Keel said. “It is a pleas
get any chance to get access to any health ciatmosphere,” he said. “They usually observe 3/ “Everything that we thought we had enouglto do this kind of stuff for the Iraqgi people. '
So, | enjoy being able to do that.” FA Soldiers walking through their homes ancfor we did,” said Musikant. “But we just aboutlook forward to doing it again soon.”
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Soldiers carry
on tradition

Frontline Staff

In September 1969, Loc Ninh, \ﬁetnam
Capt. Ken Bonnell was awarded the Bronz|
Star Medal for valorous actions as an advisq
to the 34th Vietnamese Ranger Battalion b
the late Maj. Gen. George Casey, then a ta
force commander for operations along th
Cambodian border.

Thirty-six years later, siblings took a
moment to honor their fathers Dec. 24, 200
in Baghdad. General George Casey Jr., co
mander of Multi-National Forces-lraq and &
classmate with retired Lt. Col. Ken Bonnel
earlier in their careers, made time to awa
the Bronze Star Medal to Maj. Bryon
Bonnell for service during Operation Iraqi
Freedom. Bonnell currently serves as th
Secretary of the General Staff for 3rg
Infantry Division and Multi-National Army photo
Division Baghdad. His previous assignmenGeneral George Casey Jr., Multi-National
was as the executive officer for Task ForciForces-Irag commander, awards a Bronze
1/64 Armor in eastern Baghdad. Star Medal to Maj. Bryon Bonnell, 3rd Inf. Div.
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Charge: Drunk in public, public indecency
Location: Savannah, Ga.

Subject: Civilian, 24, Male

coast guard property
Location: Hunter AAF

Subject: Civilian, 27, Male
Charge: Criminal trespass
Location: Hunter AAF

Subject: Family Member, 16, Female
Charge: Improper backing
Location: Fort Stewart

POLICE REPORTS  suec sergean 51, wae

Charge: Failure to obey general order
Location: Hunter AAF

Subject: Family Member, 18, Female
Charge: Driving while license cancelled, failure to wear safety be

Location: Fort Stewart i o
Subject: Civilian, 41, Male

Charge: Theft of public property

Subject: Sergeant, 24, Male 4
Location: Fort Stewart

Charge: Driving under the influence

Location: Savannah, Ga. i o
Subject: Civilian, 34, Male

Charge: Driving under the influence

Subject: Specialist, 23, Male 4
Location: Fort Stewart

Charge: Driving under the influence

Location: Savannah, Ga. ) ,
Subject: Family Member, 18, Female

Charge: Theft of public property

Subject: Specialist, 28, Male 4
Location: Fort Stewart

Charge: Failure to control pet

Location: Hunter AAF ) .
Subject: Specialist, 39, Male

Subject: Civilian, 36, Male Charge: Driving under the influence, speeding

Charge: Unlawful transfer of tag, failure to register vehicle in 30 Location: Richmond Hill, Ga.
days

Location: Hunter AAE Subject: Private, 22, Male

Charge: Simple battery on a police officer, disorderly conduct

Subject: Civilian, 36, Male Location: Savannah, Ga.

Charge: Driving while license suspended

Location: Hunter AAE Subject: Civilian, 48, Female

Charge: Theft by shoplifting

Subject: Family Member, 19, Female Location: Hunter AAF

Charge: Theft of public property

Location: Fort Stewart Subject: Sergeant, 26, Male

Charge: Assault within maritime and territorial jurisdiction

Subject: Private, 23, Male Location: Hunter AAF

Charge: Driving under the influence

Location: Long County, Ga. Subject: Specialist, 27, Male

Legal Notice

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est&6®
Jackson, Nicholas JAlpha Battery, $BN. 41st FA (DIV Color Guard

Charge: Fraud and misuses of visas, entering military, naval, or Fort STEWART, GA 31314, contact CPT DANIEL PRESUTTI,

Battery, 1-41 FA, FT STEWART, GA 31314, phone: 912-767-13€
912-272-7377 (3)

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est@PD
Kevin Smith, 1-76 FA BN, Fort STEWART, GA 31315, contact 2
Riley Palmer, 1-76 FA BN, Fort STEWART, GA 31314, phone 912-
2027 (3)

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est&E©
Lucas, Jospeh AA TRP, 5-7 CAV, FT STEWART, GA 31314, cont;
CW2 Coleman, HHT 5-7 CAV, FT STEWART, GA 31314, phone: ¢
767-3395. (2)

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est&8®
Mitchell, Curtis A., D Troop, 3d Squadron, 7th Cavalry, FT Stewart,
34314, Conteact 2LT Ted Russell 1/64 AR BN, FT. Stewart, GA 3
phone 912-756-7420.(2)

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est&P©
Nelson, Lex S, HHB 1/41 FA, FT STEWART, GA 31313, contact Z
JOSH CAIN, HHB 1/41 FA, FT STEWART, GA 31313, phone: 912-
1369. (2)

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est&P©
Anthony O. Cardinal, 3/7 Cav, B Troop, Fort Stewart Georgia 31
contact CW2 John Barnett Jr, HHC 26th Forward Support BN, F
31314, Phone 767-8790 (1)

Anyone having claims against or who is indebted to the est&P©
Gudino, Sergiq 1/64 AR BN, 3rd ID, FT Stewart, GA 31314, con
2LT Andrew Coody 1/64 AR BN, FT Stewart, GA 31314, phone:
807-0032. (1)

Charge: Simple assault, consummated by battery, child endanger-

ment

Subject: Sergeant, 23, Male i
Location: Hunter AAF
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Transportation Office opens at Hunter Road Closure #1 Family Advocacy Program
Hunter families and units no longer need to go to Stewart to ma Duncan Dr. between Stephen Douglas and Billy Mitchell Blvd. is Installation Victim Advocates are available 24 hours, 7 days a
moving arrangements. closed to through traffic until 5 p.m. on Feb. 28 to facilitate installato provide information, support, referrals, and reporting optio

The Directorate of Logistics Transportation Office is now opeition utilities, storm drainage systems and parking lot expansicvictims/survivors of domestic violence and sexual assault.
8:30 a.m. — 3:30 p.m. in building 1228, across from the post office (crossing Duncan Dr.) for the new barracks construction adjacent  Call 315-5343, to speak with an advocate at Hunter.
For information and appointments, call 315-2828 or 767-2828. this location.
The entire section of roadway will be resurfaced and re-strippe  Youth Dance Classes

Infant Massage Workshop prior to reopening. Detour signage and alternate routes will also | The $30 classes include Creative Movement for 3 — 5 yeat
Workshops are scheduled 10 a.m. — 12 p.m., Jan. 5, 12, and 1'posted. 5:45 — 6:45 p.m. and jazz and ballet for 6 — 9 year olds, 6:45 -
Army Community Services. p.m.
Call Rosa, 315-6816, for information. Road Closure #2 For more information, call 315-5708.
South Perimeter Rd. and Gannam Ave. (N. of the Youth Activit
Hunter Spouses’ Club Luncheon Center) is closed for construction activity until Jan. 15. Tae Kwon Do Classes
Luncheon is scheduled 11 a.m. — 1 p.m., Jan. 10 at Hunter Clu  The entrance to Wilson Acres Housing Area on Wilson Blvd. i« Held Tuesdays and Thursdays for ages 5 — 18, 6 — 7 p.m
Bar Room. Those interested in joining are welcome to attend. Lunopen until construction is complete. Bldg. 1286. Must be registered with Children Youth Services t
is $10. ticipate. Cost is $25 to attend twice weekly; $15 to attend once
RSVP to Tiffany Boyce, 925-1687 or Hunter_Spouses_Clu Savannah Technical College ly. Payments are due on the 28th of the month, prior to class.
@yahoo.com Representatives from the college will visit the Hunter Educatio Call 353-5708 for information.
Center Wednesdays, Noon — 3 p.m., to answer your questions ab
Upcoming Vet Clinic certificates, diplomas and college programs. Leisure Travel Office
Clinic is scheduled 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. for appointments only on Ja Call Clarenda Bownes, enrollment manager and marketing sp Buy discounted tickets to theme parks, hotels and more.
20 at the Hunter Vet Clinic. cialist, at 443-3016 for information or contact the campus at 44: Call 303-3674 or visit the office 11 a.m. — 6 p.m., Mon. thre

Call 912-767-4194/ 2842 for appointment. 5700. Fri. in ACS.
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From Exam Page 1A

Every Soldier needs to have a face-to-face with the
upon receipt of orders for separation whether for ETS
retirement.

For VA Disability claims, Soldiers can drop their clain
no earlier then 180 and no later then 45 days prior to th
final out.

However, if they wait until they are 45 days short, thg
will not be able to get into the Shared Exam Program a
will have to do their physical at the MTF.

Per regulation, a physical exam is mandatory for retire
but can be waived by Soldiers who are ETSing.

The physical exam does not include HIV testing or HH
C vaccination.

To qualify for the Shared Exam Program, Soldiers ne
to stop by the VA Office in the Soldier Service Centg
(Bldg 253 Ste. 1056), or call 368-6950.

Hours of operation are 8a.m. - 12p.m. and 1p.m. - 4p.
Monday through Thursday; and 8a.m. - 12p.m. on Frida|

From Update Page 1A
troops and Iraqi security forces teamed up to conduct alm

2,500 different combat operations since Oct. 1, Webster said, Chinooks from the Dallas AASF in

and detained more than 3,600 insurgents over the cours
more than 52,000 patrols.

“The pace of our operations, while intense, has disrupfed sent three UH-60 Black Hawks with
the enemy and reduced car bombs by half,” Webster said.

U.S., Iragi and coalition troops in the area are finding hg
of the terrorist-emplaced roadside bombs, he said, 3
there's been a 92-percent increase in the discovery of eng
weapons caches.

“This has put a big dent in the ability of the insurgents
continue to conduct operations,” Webster said, noting tk
aggressive operations against the terrorists will go on.

Tremendous gains have been made against terrorists
the Baghdad area, Webster said, noting only about 10 ¢
cent of recent terrorist attacks have caused damage, injur
death. Iraqi, U.S. and coalition troops, Webster said, h3
disrupted the enemy's ability to effectively use car bom
and improvised explosive devices, or roadside bombs.

“We have disrupted that ability so that they’re now cof
ducting more drive-by shootings which usually don't hit an
body, or they're shooting indirect fire — mortars and rockg
— which also is mostly unsuccessful,” Webster said.

In short, “the insurgency has weakened since the (D
15) elections,” Webster said.

Yet, there likely will be continued terrorist violence, hg
said, until the new Iragi government is seated and its sec
ty forces are fully trained and deployed.

Webster said his command’s goal is to transfer fU
responsibility for security in Baghdad over to Iragi securit
forces.

“Conditions are being set to allow the Iragis to run ar
secure their own country,” Webster said.

Webster said his unit is slated to return to the Unitg
States over the next 30 days after having served a one-\
tour of duty in Iraq. The 3rd Infantry Division also was
deployed to Iraq in 2003 for Operation Iragi Freedom, and
played a prominent role in the seizure of Baghdad fro

-Guard troops battle Texas wildfires

Chief Master Sgt. Gonda Moncada
eir Armed Forces Press Service

y CAMP MABRY, Texas — What
nd started with a statewide disaster dec
laration by Texas Gov. Rick Perry
es last week has resulted in aviation
and engineer support from the
P National Guard to help extinguish a
number of wildfires.
ed  Perry ordered the deployment of
r state firefighting assets and issued
statewide disaster declaration Dec
n., 27.
Y. The Texas National Guard
deployed two UH-60 Black Hawks
from the Austin Army Aviation
pstSupport Facility and two CH-47

b 0 Grand Prairie.
The Louisiana National Guard

18 crew members. The helicopters
|If were readied to join firefighters in
nd suppressing and containing numer
emous wildfires in areas the governor,
described as “tinderboxes.”

0 On Dec. 28, two of the Texas

at Black Hawks dropped 47 990-gallon
buckets of water to support firefight-
irers on the ground in southeast Travi
er-County.

ol On Dec. 31, the Department of
ve Emergency Management requeste
ps four bulldozers and tractor trailers
from the Engineer Brigade to assist
in Abilene, Texas. Nineteen Army
- Guard and two Air Guard personnel
ts were deployed. :

One refueler was requested Jan. g
bC. to support personnel in the Abilene
area. The armory in Stephenville, .
e Texas, was designated as an opera :
iri-ing base. s

Four Black Hawks assisted fire-

I fighters in Eastland County, and two A Texas Army National Guard UH-60 Black Hawk carries a ‘Bambi bucket’ to dump water
y Chinooks with the larger, 2,000-gal- on a targeted hot spot to stop a wildfire from spreading.

lon buckets supported firefighters in
d Carbon Eastland County Jan. 1. Thiground personnel.
aircraft flew a total of Quick  response
bd seven—and—-a—half  hours
eadropped a total of 17 buckets untiiEmergency
nightfall.

Saddam Hussein's forces.

Chinooks flying in support of officials said.

Texas Forest Service

Even with 80,000 Army and land defense and homels
from Air National Guard members security missions, state officiz
ancLouisiana was the result of the deployed in support of the said. Burn bans are in effect
Management Global War on Terrorism, the across Texas and Oklahor
Assistance Council “Immediate skills and flexibility of Guard and the United States For
it  On Jan. 2, aerial support contin-Response” agreement, signecmembers have proven to beService is asking the public
m ued with three Black Hawks and twoby governors across the country,invaluable in any emergency be vigilant and report fires ev
situation related to their home- when they think they are min
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Field artillery Soldiers protect ‘ambassadors of goodwill’

Spc. Dan Balda gunner in the lead truck when he sawffered a ride with a civilian PSD of the meetings that | plan,” Bachillermany of the Soldiers she encoun

4th BCT Public Affairs a suicide bomber coming toward theyroup he turned it down and askedaid. “I often try to explain to the out of a lineup because of the amc

convoy. He engaged the car with gunthat the mission be passed along t1/76 FA Soldiers) what I'm doing soof protective gear they wear, ¢

BAGHDAD — Marine Lt. Col. fire, causing the bomber to detonat&/76 FA. they understand how they are helpinthinks of them as a group of que
Steven Christensen, a logistician b¥yis load early. Lisa Bachiller, who works with to reconstruct Iraq.” Lone Rangers.

trade, is the logistics advisor for the The explosion killed Carrasquillo,lraq Reconstruction Management Even though she feels civilian “They are like the masked men
Iragi Ministry of Interior, spending but spared the rest of the convoyOffice, feels much the same wayPSDs treat Iraqgis like the good, hardjoodwill, putting their lives on tt
about 12 hours a week workingChristensen said. Christensen does about 1/76 FA.  working people that they are, she haline for me,” Bachiller said.
directly with the MOI director-gener-  This was just one example of how Bachiller works for the IRMO on a kinship with 1/76 FA. “They are serving their country a
al of logistics. Because he splits highe field artillery unit has been able tamplementing the advanced first Bachiller has a 22-year-old sorbelieving in a higher mission of he
time between MOI and the U.Srapidly adapt to a new mission afteresponder network system. When finwho just graduated from college andng the Iragi people and performi
Embassy, he spends a lot of time oarriving in Irag. ished, the system will offer 16 cities gplans on joining the military in the this mission with professionalism,”
the road. “(My first time in Iraq) | was here 911 dispatch-type of capabilities. near future. Since most of the Soldiersaid. “They say, ‘Well, if | can’t sho
While he’s out traveling betweenwith a civil affairs team and we had to This will allow the police and who escort her are close to her sonsff artillery, 1 might as well driv
locations, he said his security escotbke a lot of Marines and converambulances, among others, tage, she feels protective of them.” around Baghdad and protect th
of choice is 1st Battalion, 76th Fieldthem to civil affairs,” Christensenrespond to emergencies more effi- “l look at them like they are my State Department officials.”
Artillery Regiment. said. “That's what we do in the mili- ciently. As part of her job, she musown children,” Bachiller said. “They Their ability to safely maneuv
“They keep things very low-key tary. You adapt, do your training andravel with a security escort all overall have mothers just like me back irthrough traffic adds to the blanket
and are very responsive to my needs¢omplete the mission.” the country. the States worrying about them. safety Bachiller feels they wr:
he said. “They are extremely profes- Christensen has used civilian per- She takes these meetings very seri- “If something happens and I'maround her.
sional.” sonal security detachment teams ona@usly, and not just because it is henolding one of their sons after an “They are vigilant and keep eve
During one of Christensen’s trips tonumber of occasions. One of thgob but because she is taking a nunattack, then I could look in the face obody safe while also being amb
the MOI, one Soldier from 1/76th FAthings he appreciates about 1/76 FA iser of young men into the unprethat mother, and tell her that it wasadors of goodwill,” Bachiller said.
showed the entire Army what it meanthat they are more receptive to him adictability of the Red Zone. worth it, that he gave his life forsee it in the faces of the Iraqi peo
to be professional. a passenger. “It puts a lot of pressure on me persomething important.” they smile and look up in awe at
Spc. Miguel Carrasquillo was the The last time Christensen wassonally to make sure | make the most Since she would not be able to piclgunners.”
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Cavalry troopers deliver | 28
in rainy Rose Parade IR

Spc. Colby Hauser type of ride to make her dream come true. o
1st Cavalry Div. Public Affairs “I'm too old to be queen, | can't play a note an ﬁh-:-'ﬁ ]
I'm afraid of horses so | had to find something tf.& < & .
LOS ANGELES — Rain-soaked spectatorsride on,” she said. £y 2

roared with applause at the grandstand Jan. 2, a§he line-up consisted of 48 floats, 25 marchinf. = v

Detachment braved nature’s wrath and baskedahthe way.
the adoration of more than 200,000 fans as they“Our biggest concern wasn't the horses, but t
trotted down Colorado Avenue during the 117tfloats,” said Gerald Freeny, the chairman of t
Tournament of Roses Parade. equestrian committee for the parade. “By 2:30 th{ "k
“This is what this trip has been all about,” saidnorning we were drilling holes in the bottom o s
Staff Sgt. Donnie Davis, a demonstration ridethe floats to help them drain water, but the rec Spc. Colby Hauser
with the detachment. “You know, this is what weoncern was the winds.” The 1st Cavalry Division wagon and Horse Cavalry Detachment ground crew greet
live for.” Local weather forecasts predicted four to eigtsoggy spectators on South Orange Grove Boulevard during their performance at the
An odyssey, seven days in the making for theches of rain with winds in excess of 40 miles pe117th Tournament of Roses Parade Jan. 2 in Pasadena, Calif.
detachment, this year’'s parade performance wagur for the parade. Still, with all the rain anc

not without its challenges. It hadn’t rained on thiwind, the show went on. rid war of words, but as the First Team troops rodeopers it had been worth the wait.
parade since 1955. Soaked to the bone, the Soldiers played to tpast those words turned to cheers for the Soldiers‘It's truly an honor to be back here,” Sgt.
This year, it poured. crowd, as “Buddy,” the detachment’s dog, howlednd what they represent. Class Rip Bussell, detachment platoon serg

“It's only rained once in my lifetime,” said to the delight to thousands of small children hop- Riding tall in the saddle and shivering from theaid.
Patsy Grant, a passenger on the Wells Fargo stagg.to get a smile and a wave from one of the cageld, the members of the detachment were all“Coming to the parade and representing
Grant said that after 25 years of coming to therymen. smiles from beginning to end. Cav and the Army is an honor, but talking to
parade, this was her first time participating in the Past the grandstands and through the streetsA lot has happened since their last appearangeople about who we are and what we reall
event. Still, Grant said she had to find the rightonghorn and Trojan fans were engaged in a taxt the Tournament of Roses Parade, but for thekes things like this worthwhile,” he said.
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Prison stands as testament to Saddam's evil

Jim Garamone area with the guard's offices — was hitvall from the prison and could watch af = s
American Forces Press Service by a precision-guided bomb. guards tortured high-interest prisonerg® m,!
Now the area is the headquarters dflany were tortured to death. "Thdg. e 1

FOB LOYALTY, Irag — Saddam the 2nd Brigade Combat Team of the 3r&oldiers here before us said there was
Hussein, sitting in a defendant's chailnfantry Division. The Marne Division wood chipper in the prison to dispose g
looks harmless and slightly ridiculous.soldiers use cells as storage areas atite bodies," Ringhisen said.

But his deserted facilities at this base ar@arms rooms. Other cells had bunks for eight, buf'
testament to his evil. "We have local nationals who stilltypically the guards would jam in 20'_!

The Americans moved onto thewon't walk near it,” said Army Capt. people. The 2nd Armored Cavalryf
grounds of what was Saddam'dMelissa Ringhisen, a military intelli- Regiment — the U.S. unit that first occu{
Directorate of Internal Security. At itsgence officer who is the "mayor" of thispied the forward operating base — ond|

center is a prison that could comfortablyase. "People would disappear from theffered tours of the prison for Iraqgis, bu
hold 500. At times, it had 3,000 peoplestreets and end up here. There is a whadéopped the practice because of the for
jammed into it. system of tunnels under the base leadimyotection situation.

The prison had no name and is sufrom the prison to the hospital to the Ringhisen said she doesn't know if it

Jim Garamone

rounded by the high-rise quarters thateadquarters. Once the prisoners wemtould be better to raze the structure (The damaged grounds of Saddam Hussein's Directorate of Internal
once housed the torturers and their famn, they didn't see the sun again.” preserve it as a museum and a reme security, where his dissenters were once tortured and imprisoned,

ilies. One corner of the prison — the Saddam built a house just over thérance of those who died there. stands as a testament to the former dictator's ruthlessness.



